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Dear Mr Macdonald 
 
Police Scotland’s interim vulnerable persons database 
 
Police Scotland approved and introduced an interim Vulnerable Persons Database 
(iVPD) in 2013, with national implementation being completed on 1 April 2014. The 
purpose of the iVPD is to record information about individuals who are, or are 
perceived to be, experiencing some form of adversity and/or situational vulnerability 
which may impact on their current or future wellbeing.  
 
The database information is recorded, assessed and shared with relevant statutory 
agencies and/or 3rd sector organisations/advocacy, where appropriate. 
 
The Justice Sub-Committee on Policing took evidence on the database on 10 May 
2018. Following that evidence session Police Scotland confirmed in supplementary 
written evidence that, as of 24 May 2018, there were 917,851 unique nominals 
recorded on the iVPD. The reason given for the high number of entries was that Police 
Scotland had intended the database to be an interim national solution pending the 
roll-out of i6. It was to be archived once i6 was introduced and therefore no weeding 
out process was implemented due to the projected life span of the system.  
 
However, following the discontinuation of the i6 contract in 2016, Police Scotland 
agreed to continue using the database for longer than originally planned. In January 
2018 Police Scotland agreed a ‘weeding and retention policy’ for the iVPD. This was 
to ensure that personal information was not kept on the database for longer than 
necessary, so that it complied with data protection legislation.  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11526
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S5_JusticeSubCommitteeOnPolicing/Inquiries/ICT-PSsupplementary.pdf


 

The Committee has written to Police Scotland to ask for an update on the work that it 
has undertaken on the database to ensure that it is compliant with data protection 
legislation, as well as details of any future planned work, and the timescale for 
completion. 
 
The Sub-Committee also heard concerns that people were not able to ask to be 
removed from the database, once they had been placed on it. In Police Scotland’s 
written evidence, it indicated that with effect from 25 May 2018, individuals have the 
right to withdraw consent at any time. The Committee has also requested an update 
on how this change has impacted on the number of people currently on the database. 
 
The Committee would appreciate your view on whether Police Scotland’s interim 
vulnerable persons database is complaint with data protection legislation. 
 
It would be appreciated if the information could be provided by Friday 7 December 
2018. 
 
Best wishes 
 
 

 
 
 
Margaret Mitchell MSP 
Convener, Justice Committee 


